
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT  

FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF NATIONAL GUARD BUREAU’S 

TRAINING PLAN (TP) 60-1, OPERATION SNOWBIRD 

DAVIS-MONTHAN AIR FORCE BASE, ARIZONA 

NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT (NEPA) 

• Implement TP 60-1 at sortie levels and aircraft identified: 
– 1,920 annual training sorties 
– 240 annual arrival/departure sorties 
– 96 annual cargo sorties 

• Use of ANG, Reserve, other DoD and Foreign National Aircraft 
including those shown below: 

 
 U.S. Jet 

Aircraft 
Foreign  
Aircraft 

Cargo  
Aircraft 

Helicopters 

F-16 Typhoon C-127 
 

HH-60G 

F-15 Tornado KC-135 UH-60 

F-18 E/F Mirage 2000 C-17 AH-1W 

F-22 Rafale C-5 UH-1Y 

A-10C Kfir 

MC-12 EC-725 
helicopter 

MV-22 Others as 
needed 

Proposed Action 
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Purpose: 
•  Maintain a Total Force capable of supporting extended 

combat and national security operations, joint 
coalition activities, and greater multi-service air 
operations requiring increased interoperability.   

•  Provide training opportunities for foreign national 
units that allow realistic training for U.S. units for 
times when they have to deploy overseas and conduct 
missions with foreign national units.      

 

Need: 
•  Provide a detailed management tool for safe, 

efficient, and effective training for Air National Guard 
(ANG) units, other Department of Defense (DoD) 
units, and foreign national units.        

 

Purpose and Need 
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• Continue OSB at sortie levels and 
with same aircraft analyzed in 2002 
CSAR EA (1,979 sorties per year) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

– Various helicopters 
 

 

 
 

Fixed Wing Aircraft 

Jets Cargo 

F-16 KC-135 

F-15 C-17 

FA-18 C-5 

AV-8 C-141 

No Action Alternative 
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• Continue OSB at sortie levels and with 
same aircraft analyzed in 2002 CSAR 
EA, and add the following aircraft that 
have entered the US inventory since 
the 2002 CSAR EA was completed: 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Alternative 1. Addition of U.S. Aircraft at 
2002 CSAR Level of Operations 

U.S. Aircraft 

F-18 E/F 

F-22 

MC-12 

MV-22 

C-127 

Various helicopters 
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• Continue OSB at sortie levels and with 
same aircraft analyzed in 2002 CSAR 
EA, and add the following aircraft: 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Alternative 2. Addition of U.S. and Foreign 
Aircraft at 2002 CSAR Level of Operations 

U.S. Aircraft Foreign Aircraft 

F-18 E/F Typhoon 

F-22 Tornado 

MC-12 Mirage 2000 

MV-22 Rafale 

C-127 Kfir 

Various helicopters EC-725 helicopter 
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Operation Snowbird Facts 
 

• 162 Fighter Wing (FW) Detachment 1 
manages Operation Snowbird 

• Separate from 162 FW activities at 
Tucson International Airport  

• Separate activities from 355 FW at 
Davis-Monthan AFB 

• OSB sorties comprise approximately 5-7% of 
the total sorties at Davis-Monthan AFB 

• OSB provides training for US and foreign 
pilots in fixed and rotary-wing aircraft, 
enhancing combat interoperability among 
coalition aircrews  

• Primary purpose is to prepare aircrews for 
combat deployment 
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Manufacturer: Lockheed Martin Corp. 

Speed:  1,500 mph (Mach 2 at altitude) 

Range: More than 2,002 mi ferry range 

Payload:  Two 2,000 lb bombs, two AIM-9 
                 and 1,040 gallon external tanks  
 

Manufacturer: Eurofighter GmbH 

Speed: 910 mph (Mach 1.2) 

Range: 1,800 mi (Ferry range 2,350 mi) 

Payload: 16,500 lb and one 27 mm Mauser BK- 

                27 Revolver cannon 

 

F-16 Fighting Falcon F/A-18 Hornet F-22 Raptor A-10C Thunderbolt 

GR4 Tornado Mirage 2000 Dassault Rafale 

MC-12 Boeing C-130 MV-22 Harrier GR7 

Manufacturer: McDonnell Douglas and Hawker 
                           Siddeley (now BAE) 

Speed: 662 mph (maximum)  

Range:  2,015 (Ferry Range) 

Payload: 8,000 lb and two 30mm ADEN cannons 

Manufacturer: McDonnell Douglas /  
                            Boeing Northrop 

Speed:  1,190 mph (Mach 1 at 40,000 ft) 

Range: 1,250 mi, Ferry range 2,070 mi 

Payload: Variety of bombs and missiles 
                supplemented by the 20 mm 
                M61 Vulcan cannon. 

Manufacturer: Fairchild Republic Co. 

Speed: 420 mph (Mach 0.56) 

Range: 800 mi, Ferry Range 2,580 mi 

Payload: 16,000lb 

 

Manufacturer: Lockheed Martin Aeronautics /  
                           Boeing Integrated Defense 
                           Systems  

Speed: (Supercruise) 1,220 mph (Mach 1.82) 

Range: 1,840 mi with two external fuel tanks 

Payload: Air-to-surface or air-to-air ordinance 

                2,000 lb and M61 A2 Vulcan cannon  

Manufacturer: Bell Helicopter / Boeing 
                           Rotorcraft Systems 

Speed: 277 mph at sea level (cruise speed) 

Range: 1,011 mi (426 mi combat radius) 

Payload: 24 seated troops, 32 floor loaded 

                troops or 20,000 lb internal cargo 

Manufacturer: L-3 Communications 

Speed:  359 mph 

Range:  1,726 mi or 2,762 mi  

Payload: N/A (Intelligence, surveillance, and  

                 reconnaissance aircraft) 

Manufacturer: Lockheed Martin 

Speed: 336 mph (Cruising speed) 

Range: 2,360 mi 

Payload: 42,000 lb (Maximum allowable) 

Typhoon Eurofighter 

Manufacturer: Panavia Aircraft GmbH 

Speed: 921 mph 

Range: 870 mi (Ferry range 2,417 mi) 

Payload: 19,800 lb and two 27mm Mauser BK- 

                 27 revolver cannon 

 

Manufacturer: Dassault Aviation 

Speed: 1,500+ mph (Mach 2.2) at high altitude 

Range: 963 mi with drop tanks 

Payload: 13,890 lb and two 30mm DEFA 554  

                 Revolver cannon 

 

Manufacturer: Dassault Aviation 

Speed:  1,180+ mph (Mach 1.8) at high altitude 

Range: 2,300 mi 

Payload: 21,000 lb and one 30mm GIAT  

                30/719B cannon 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/cc/Lockheed_C-130_Hercules.jpg
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Manufacturer: Aerospatiale and Westland 
                          Helicopters 

Speed: 154 mph (cruise speed) 

Range: 360 mi 

Payload: 16 passengers, coaxial 7.62 mm  
                machine guns and side-firing  
                20mm cannon 

SA 330H PUMA 

UH-60 Black Hawk AH-1 Huey Cobra 

EC725 Cougar 

HH-60G Pave Hawk UH-1Y Venom CH-53 Sea Stallion 

AH-64 Apache 

Manufacturer: Sikorsky Aircraft Corporation 

Speed: 173 mph (cruise speed) 

Range: 1,380 mi (ferry range), 368 mi (combat radius) 

Payload: 2,640 lb of cargo internally, including 14  

                troops or 6 stretchers or 8,000 lb cargo   
                externally 

Manufacturer: Bell Helicopter  

Speed: 171 mi (maximum speed) 

Range:  357 mi 

Payload: Various weapons (7.62mm multi- 
                 barrel Minigun, M129 40mm  
                 Grenade launcher, 70mm   
                 rockets, M18 7.62 Minigun pod, 
                 XM35 armament subsystem with 
                 XM 195 mm cannon) 

Manufacturer: Eurocopter Group 

Speed: 177 mph (cruise speed) 

Range: 532 mi 

Payload: 29 passengers, various weapons 
                (7.62mm general purpose machine  
                 guns, 20mm cannon or 68mm 
                 rocket launchers) 

Manufacturer: Sikorsky Aircraft Corporation 

Speed: 184 mph (cruise speed) 

Range: 373 mi (internal fuel) or 508 mi (with 

              external tanks) 
Payload: 8-12 troops plus cargo and/or  
                litters,  two 7.62 miniguns or two 
                0.50 caliber machine guns 

Manufacturer: Sikorsky Aircraft Corporation 

Speed: 173 mph (cruise speed) 

Range: 621 mi 

Payload: Up to 55 troops, various weapons (.50 BMG 
                 XM218 machine gun or .50 BMG GAU-21 
                 machine gun, 7.62 mm MG3 machine gun) 

Manufacturer: Hughes Helicopter,  McDonnell Douglas, 
                           Boeing Defense 

Speed: 165 mph (cruise speed) 

Range: 300 mi (combat radius) 1,180 mi (ferry range) 

Payload: Hellfire missiles, 2.75” rockets and 30mm  

                chain gun  

Manufacturer: Bell Helicopter 

Speed:  182 mph (cruise speed) 

Range: 403 mi  

Payload: 6,660 lb including up to 10  passengers,  
6 litters or equivalent cargo, various 

 weapons (LAU-68 pod of 7x70mm FFAR 
 Rockets or LAU-61 pod of 19x70mm 
 FFAR Rockets, GAU-16 .50 Caliber 

machine gun or GAU-17a 7.62.. Minigun 
or M240D 7.62mm  machine gun) 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/01/Blackhawk.jpg
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RWY 12 VFR Traffic Pattern 
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RWY 30 VFR Traffic Pattern 
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2002 CSAR EA Projected Noise Contours 

(including OSB aircraft) 
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NEPA Requirements 
 

 
• NEPA analysis is required for any major 

Federal action which has the potential to 
significantly affect the quality of the human 
environment (42 (USC 4332(C)) 

 
• The Air Force uses the scoping process to 

determine the scope of the issues to be 
addressed and to help identify significant 
environmental issues to be analyzed in 
depth (32 CFR 989.18(a)) 
 

• Levels of environmental documentation 
• Categorical  Exclusion (CATEX) 
• Environmental Assessment (EA) 
• Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 

 



ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT  

FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF NATIONAL GUARD BUREAU’S 

TRAINING PLAN (TP) 60-1, OPERATION SNOWBIRD 

DAVIS-MONTHAN AIR FORCE BASE, ARIZONA 

NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT (NEPA) 

EA Process 

• Identify purpose and need of 
proposed action 

• Public scoping 

• Draft EA 

• Public review and comment 

• Final EA and Decision: 

o Finding of No Significant 
Impact (FONSI) or  

o Notice of Intent to prepare an 
EIS 
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• 1978 EA for Operation Snowbird 

• 1995 EA for Expansion of the Arizona 
ANG Facilities at Davis-Monthan 

•  1999 EA for Additions to Arizona 
ANG Compound at Davis-Monthan 

• 2002 EA for Beddown of Combat 
Search and Rescue (CSAR) Units at 
DMAFB 
– Analyzed OSB aircraft sorties 

• 21,392 total sorties projected if beddown 
occurred at DMAFB 

• 1,979 sorties listed as “other” were aircraft 
used by OSB (less than 10 percent) 

 

Previous NEPA Compliance 
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• Identify and quantify impacts 
anticipated from the implementation of 
NGB’s Training Plan 60-1 at Davis-
Monthan AFB 

• Identify and evaluate other alternatives 
that can satisfy the stated purpose and 
need 

• Identify, where appropriate, mitigation 
measures that can be implemented 

• Provide public disclosure 
 

 

Goals of the EA 
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• Noise 

• Public Safety 

• Air Quality 

• Socioeconomic Conditions 

• Cultural Resources 

• Hazardous Materials/Waste 
Management 

• Natural Resources at Ranges 
 

Proposed Resources to be Analyzed 
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• Public Scoping Process:   

– September 27 through October 27 

• Draft EA 

– January  or February 2012 

• Public Review Period of 30 Days 

• Final EA 

– Late February to mid March 2012 

• FONSI or NOI 

– Late March to early April 2012 

Environmental Assessment Tentative Schedule 
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Anyone wishing to provide information relevant to the Proposed 

Action and Alternatives may do so as follows: 

 

Provide Written Comments This Evening 

or 

 

Submit Comments via electronic mail to: 

355wgpa@dm.af.mil 

or 

 

Submit Comments via USPS mail to: 

 
Sarah Godfrey, 2d Lt, U.S. Air Force 
355th Fighter Wing Public Affairs  

Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, Arizona 85707 

 

 

If you submit input after tonight, please include your name and 

address, and indicate your comments apply to the Snowbird EA. 

How to Provide Input 


